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east. The smaller they were the greater their appre-
hensions might be of the political and economic system
of the Soviet Union. Such separatism and such fears
might enable the Reich the more easily to control them
while it was elsewhere occupied.
(v) Rumania in Reaction
Rumania is the Mexico of the Balkans: a beautiful
country, rich in fertile lands and minerals, torn asunder
by revolt and reaction, and consequently backward in
developing its own resources. Like Poland, its minorities
are ranged round its  periphery.   Like  Poland,  after
Munich it finds itself between Russia and Germany;
only in the case of Rumania the vanguard of the Third
Reich is still engaged in penetrating towards Rumania
through   Hungary   and   (more   easily)   Czecho-Slovak
Ruthenia.  While the Third Reich ardently desires the
wheat and maize fields,  the  oil deposits,  the other
minerals of Rumania,  Soviet Russia has  a common
frontier with her from Poland down to the Black Sea,
which is Rumania's only reliable connexion with the
outside world.   The Slavs in the Bukovina and Bess-
arabia, alongside Russia, are so poor that the Russian
regime is more attractive to them than it is to any other
Slavs in Europe.  Hungary is still bent upon the retro-
cession of Transylvania, in which the ' unredeemed'
Magyars and Germans live, surrounded by Rumans;
consequently  German   penetration   through   Hungary
towards Rumania is a real threat, with which any Hun-
garian Government might temporarily  and  willingly
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